Horsham & Newton St.Faith Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday July 21st.2025
Present: Mr.R.Browne  Mr.B.Coe  Mr.M.O’Connor Mrs.C.Quinton Mr.R.Wilks Mr.S.Lawrence
Mr.D.Roper (NCC)  Mrs.S.Holland (BDC)  
Apologies: Mrs.G.Hegarty  Mrs.R.Scarff  
a) Public Participation None
b) Police Report The Police website indicated 8 incidents recorded in May. P.C.Hill the local beat manager was present and reported on various anti-social behaviour incidents and off road motor cyclists at the end of Bullock Hill.
c) County and District Reports Cllr.Roper gave a brief update on further examination of Western Link alternatives. A Norfolk Community Fund had been established to give grants to local community organisations. Contact should be via the county councillor Mr.Dan Roper daniel.roper.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk Cllr.Holland reported on a toy exchange scheme being held in Aylsham and Community at Heart awards were now open for nominations.
d) Norwich Airport JCC N/a
e) St.Faiths Centre Report Cllr.Browne had attended the AGM and reported a continuing healthy financial situation and a significant re-decoration project.
f) Full Council
1. Apologies As above
2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Coe – Mission Room Trustee, Cllr.Wilks – Grass cutting
3. Minutes of the meeting on June 16th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Reports The Clerk reported that street light replacements for the faulty ones shining blue were in hand. There had been a report of a verbal altercation on the allotments.
5. Planning 2025/1372 Mill Barn, Mill Street – retention of porchway – No objection.


2025/1848 Land south of Church Street – 53 dwellings. The Council made the following observations. The style of homes to be provided is not in keeping with the nearby conservation area. The removal of the tree belt on Church Street with no replacement screening would exacerbate this. Screening and soft landscaping is essential. Concern was expressed that the development only contained two bungalows. The additional traffic generated would increase current difficulties on Church Street particularly at peak periods and the Council recommended speed limiting facilities such as a chicane for traffic from the A140 and a pedestrian controlled crossing to ensure safe crossing for pedestrians to access the school. This should be made part of the planning conditions. Concern was also expressed at the capacity of the sewage infrastructure and BDC are urged to raise this with Anglian Water.
6. Highways The Clerk was asked to chase up the overhanging hedge problems at various points between the Church and the School which had already been reported. The road through the ford in Beck Lane had been seriously eroded by the storm. This would be reported to NCC. The need for sweeping soil from some roads following the storms would also be highlighted.
7. Newton Park Two further quotations for additional play equipment had been received. A working group would examine all proposals and report back to the September meeting.
8. SAM2 Speed Sign The Clerk reported on the current cost £3,710 with £1,669 being re-imbursed by NCC. He was authorised to place the order.
9. E-mail address The Clerk reported on the recommendation that Councils should adopt a gov.uk email address which would be more secure. This was agreed.
10. Correspondence The Clerk reported that the lease from Broadland DC for Swan Green had expired twenty four years ago and he was asked to discuss with BDC the permanent transfer of the land to the Parish Council. A resident had ‘phoned to say that her partner had bequeathed a painting to the Parish Council. This would be delivered to the Clerk and it’s future would then be considered. A letter had been received from a resident offering himself for co-option. He would be invited to the September meeting when a decision could be made.
11. Financial Regulations The Clerk reported that these had not been updated for many years and it was agreed that the level for which the Clerk/Chairman could agree to urgent expenditure should be raised to £500.
12. Accounts The following cheques were signed:






Norfolk ALC


Website hosting (inc.VAT)



£84.00
St.Faiths Volunteers
Plants etc.





£34.90
J.Graves


Salary & Expenses (inc.PAYE)


£716.03
T.T.Jones


Replacement Lantern (inc.VAT)


£298.80
13. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports Cllr.Wilks had carried out an inspection of the village and had prepared a report. In addition to various overhanging hedges already reported the following actions were agreed. The Clerk would explore the costs of rethatching the bus shelter at Swan Green or replacing it with tiles. Cllr.Wilks would arrange a trial repair to an area of the cemetery car park. Future consideration would be given to a concrete splay at the Blind Lane gateway. The Council should consider redecoration of all the bus shelters and seats throughout the parish and the village signs and support posts. Potential costs will be brought to a future meeting. Cllr.Wilks will arrange repairs and redecoration of “The Clink”. The Clerk will report the dilapidated sign posts at the Crown Road and Old Norwich Road junctions with Norwich Road to NCC.
14. Next Meeting September 15th. 7.30 p.m.
