Horsham & Newton St.Faith Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday May 19th.2025
Present: Mr.R.Browne  Mr.B.Coe  Mrs.R.Scarff  Mr.M.O’Connor Mrs.C.Quinton  Mr.R.Wilks Mr.S.Lawrence
Mrs.S.Holland (BDC)  
Apologies: Mrs.G.Hegarty  Mr.D.Roper (NCC)

Chairman Cllr.R.Browne was elected chairman for 2025/26 and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

Dispensation A dispensation for non-attendance was granted to a member on health grounds.
a) Public Participation None
b) Police Report The Police website indicated 5 incidents recorded in March
c) County and District Reports Cllr.Holland gave a brief update including the current state of devolution proposals. 
d) Norwich Airport JCC N/a
e) St.Faiths Centre Report Cllr.Browne reported a very healthy financial situation but it appeared that the centre still needed more committee members.
f) Full Council
1. Apologies As above
2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Coe – Mission Room Trustee, Cllr.Wilks – Grass cutting
3. Minutes of the meeting on April 14th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Vice Chairman Cllr.B.Coe was elected vice-chairman for 2025/26
5. Reports The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting details for siting the SAM2 speed sign. The litter bin at Newton Park would now be re-located on the former bus shelter on Manor Road. A further allotment had been let and another had become vacant. There had been reports of vandalism and anti social behaviour at both parks. Cllr.Wilks would inspect damage and graffiti at Newton Park and arrange remedial action.
6. Planning No applications to consider.
7. Newton Park A quotation for £51,995 for additional equipment had been received and the Clerk was asked to obtain two further quotations before the matter could be considered further.
8. Insurance The annual renewal had been confirmed at £2687.68
9. Public Spaces Protection Order The Council confirmed support for an extension to the current order made by Broadland District Council.
10. Highway Matters None
11. Audit 












a) Internal Audit The internal audit report had been received




b) Annual Governance Statement This was agreed and signed by the Chairman

c) Annual Accounting Statement This was agreed and signed by the Chairman
12. Correspondence A letter had been received from a resident at Middle Farm, Newton St.Faith raising various issues relating to the public footpath from Newton to Horsham including unauthorised use, dog fouling and criminal damage. It was agreed that none of these were within the remit of the Parish Council and they would be referred to NCC and the police. The Chairman confirmed that he had already discussed these issues with the complainant. A letter from the Community Volunteers suggesting a community event on Swan Plain met with approval. Members were given details of the availability of work groups via the Probation Service but decided not to pursue this option at present.
13. Accounts The following cheques were signed:






J.Graves


Salary and PAYE



£716.03

Gallagher Insurance
Renewal




£2,657.68

Norse



Playing Field Mowing (inc.VAT)

£2,090.47

T.T.Jones


Lighting Maintenance


£408.82

Internal Audit


Annual Fee




£115.00

DHF Products

Posts for parking signs (inc.VAT)

£229.20
14. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports Overhanging hedges on Norwich Road and Coltishall lane would be reported. NCC kerb spraying would be chased up. The volunteers would be asked to assist with overgrown verges outside unoccupied properties on Norwich Road and two planters near the Horsham village sign. The Clerk would include in the next Journal the need for courtesy and respect for landowners by residents using the public footpaths. The planning application from Abel Homes had yet to be received and it was agreed that members should be able to personally alert residents to the details when published. The Clerk would ask Abel Homes for the details of the survey that they conducted.
15. Next Meeting June 16th. 7.30 p.m.
