Horsham and Newton St.Faith Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Mon.April 14th. 2025 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: 
Mr.Ray Browne (Chairman)
Mr.J.Graves (Clerk)

Four members of the Council, Mr.D.Roper (NCC), Mrs.S.Holland (BDC) and no members od the public.

Apologies:
Gail Hegarty, Christine Quinton and Rachel Scarff.

Representatives of Abel Homes and Bidwells gave a presentation on the proposed residential development of 53 homes south of Church Street

1. Minutes of the 2024 meeting were confirmed and signed.

2. Fuel Allotment Charity A written report had been submitted which indicated that 34 recipients had been supported with £14,720 in the year to March 31st.’25. Balances carried forwards totalled £11,925.15

3. Norfolk County Council Cllr.Roper said that the Western Link application had been withdrawn but the project was not dead and other alternatives were being considered. Council tax was expected to rise by 5%/annum to keep pace with rising demand for adult social care.
4. Broadland District Council Purchase of housing stock to accommodate homeless families had saved over £800k from the cost of B&B and hotel accommodation in the past year. Work would now be starting on the next Local Plan.
5. Police 4 incidents had been recorded in February.

6. Airport Committee n/a

7. Parish Council Accounts were presented by the Clerk. Balances carried forward totaled £81,111.77 including £34,789.56 Community Infrastructure Levy.

8. Chairman’s Annual Report was submitted by Mr.Browne




Despite the Council’s objections, the application for 50 dwellings on land behind Newton Street accessed from Manor Road, has been given outline planning permission.


The major decision taken by the Council during the year was to draw down 125 thousand pounds from the funds held by Broadland District Council which were generated by the planning agreement for houses off Manor Road. This was used to create a modern play park at the Coltishall Lane site.










The Council installed an additional defibrillator at St.Faiths Centre and were please to accept a 50% donation from the Centre towards the cost. There are now four public access defibrillators in the parish with the others at Newton Park, the Surgery and Abbey Farm Commercial Park.

Other smaller projects were benches on Swan Plain, conversion of a redundant bus shelter at Newton Park and a grant for equipment to the Community Volunteer group.



The Council have been responsible for urban verge cutting with their own contractor and have agreed a contract with Norfolk County Council to continue this in the future which gives the Council much more control over quality and frequency.






The Council were sorry to receive the resignation of Stan Cutts and addressed this matter by co-opting Stephen Lawrence to the Council.







The Council have been successful in their bid to Norfolk County Council for 50% funding for a SAM2 speed sign which will be located at various locations on the approaches to the village.

The Council have been notified that Abel Homes will be submitting an application for 53 dwellings on land bordered by Church Street and West Lane. This site was earmarked for residential development in the Greater Norwich Local Plan.




Finally I would like to thank our Clerk for his assistance and advice to all members of the Council 

9. Any other business  None
