Horsham & Newton St.Faith Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday February 17th.2025
Present: Mr.R.Browne  Mr.B.Coe  Mrs.R.Scarff  Mr.M.O’Connor Mrs.C.Quinton  Mr.R.Wilks Mr.S.Lawrence
Mrs.S.Holland (BDC)  Mr.D.Roper (NCC)
Apologies: Mrs.G.Hegarty
a) Public Participation None
b) St.Faiths Community Volunteer Group Fiona Worner gave a presentation to members outlining their core objectives. She confirmed that the group was now formally constituted and had dedicated banking arrangements.
c) Broadway Enterprise Park Mr.Paul Knowles gave an update on the progress of Stage 1  and said that roadworks should be completed by late March with construction work then progressing with occupancy commencing by the end of the year.
d) Police Report The Police website indicated 6 incidents recorded in December
e) County and District Reports Cllr.Holland confirmed that there would be a freeze on the BDC share of the Council tax. An outline plan for devolution was to be submitted in March with a more detailed plan by the end of September. Cllr.Roper confirmed that the NCC share of Council tax would rise by 4.99%. Although the Western Link application had been withdrawn, discussions with the government continue.
f) Norwich Airport JCC N/a
g) St.Faiths Centre Report Ray Browne reported that the Centre was in a very healthy position with substantial funds in reserve, 
h) Full Council
1. Apologies As above
2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Coe – Mission Room Trustee, Cllr.Wilks – Grass cutting
3. Minutes of the meeting on January 20th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Co-option Following a resolution by the Council, Mr.Stephen Lawrence of 144 Old Norwich Road was co-opted to the Parish Council and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
5. Reports The Clerk reported that only two allotment rents remained unpaid and he had sent reminders. Cllr.Coe said he had arranged for the removal of scrap metal from the vacant allotments. The street light on Manor Road had been repaired. The Clerk would obtain a quotation for replacement of the light outside 3 Norwich Road. He noted that the April meeting would clash with Easter Monday and it was agreed to bring it forward to April 14th.
6. Planning Applications 2025/0285  21 Abbey Road. Replace flat roof with pitched roof.



2025/0393  Crematorium. Installation of flue gas treatment.




2025/0175  Manor House. Equestrian area and field shelter.

The Council had no objection to all three applications
7. Highway Matters The Clerk was asked to report minor flooding on a stretch of Manor Road.
8. Redundant Telephone Box The Clerk confirmed that BT would maintain the electricity supply and the Council agreed to take over the box for possible future use.
9. St.Faiths Community Volunteer Group After some discussion it was agreed to award a grant of £3,000 (funded from the Community Infrastructure Levy). The Clerk was asked to write to St.Faiths Centre and ask that they also consider making a grant.
10. Newton Play Area Representatives of the Council had met with an equipment supplier who had given an indicative quote for new and replacement equipment which could be done with the funds available. It was agreed that a small working group would look at the requirements and put recommendations before the Council at a later meeting.
11. Urban Verge Cutting The contract for the 2025 cutting season had been received from NCC in the sum of £1,495.58. This was accepted and the contract was signed.
12. Correspondence An email from a resident detailed the damage to the bus stop sign at the Fairholme Road shelter which had been referred to NCC and a broken window which would be checked by the Parish Council.
13. Accounts













Accounts paid:-








PWLB


Loan repayment




£768.64

Soanes Signs
Parking Signs (inc.VAT)



£72.00

J.Graves

Salary (inc.PAYE)




£677.03

Howe Agricultural
Hedge Cutting (inc.VAT)



£180.00

Zak Branch Ltd.
Tree Surgery (inc.VAT)



£720.00

T.T.Jones

Lighting Repair (inc.VAT)



£180.00

St.Faiths Volun’s
Grant






£3,000.00

14. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports Cllr.Wilks would investigate installation of a hand rail next to the shelter at Newton Park.
15. Next Meeting  March 17th. 2025 7.30 p.m.
