Horsham & Newton St.Faith Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday January 20th.2025
Present: Mr.R.Browne  Mr.B.Coe  Mrs.R.Scarff  Mr.M.O’Connor Mrs.C.Quinton  Mrs.G.Hegarty Mr.R.Wilks
Mrs.S.Holland (BDC)
Apologies: None  
a) Public Participation None
b) Police Report The Police website indicated 8 incidents recorded in November
c) County and District Reports Cllr.Holland gave a brief insight into the Council’s initiatives for greater recycling of textiles and electrical goods and a survey being undertaken for policies to increase safeguarding for women.
d) Norwich Airport JCC Cllr.Hegarty gave a report on the activities at the airport. Ryannair flights had been successful and had carried over 53,000 passengers but it was still likely that overall passenger traffic would not recover to pre-covid levels before 2026.
e) St.Faiths Centre Report N/a 
f) Full Council
1. Apologies None
2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Coe – Mission Room Trustee, Cllr.Wilks – Grass cutting
3. Minutes of the meeting on December 16th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Reports The Clerk reported that following the recent issue of the annual allotment invoices, all but seven had been paid so far. Eight plots, predominantly from very elderly tenants had been vacated but he was concerned about the level of rubbish that had been left and this would need to be cleared. This was discussed at length and it was agreed to delegate this to the Clerk and if outside contractors were needed he was authorised to spend up to £500.
5. Co-option A resident had offered himself for co-option to the Council and sent in a brief summary of his background and experience. As he was unable to be present a final decision would be held over until the February meeting.
6. Planning Applications 
2024/3814  51 Norwich Road – Refurbishment and extension of life-expired commercial building. – No objection.
7. Highway Matters The Clerk was asked to report potholes in Beck Lane and Mill Street and to chase up the repair of a street light in Norwich Road.
8. Redundant Telephone Box The box on Norwich Road was to be taken out of service. The Clerk was asked to obtain more details regarding the power supply being left connected but in principle the Council agreed to take over ownership of the box for possible future use.
9. Volunteer Grant The group had been in discussions with the Clerk regarding insurance cover and he had confirmed that they would be covered if acting on behalf of the parish Council. They were in the process of becoming a formal organisation with a dedicated bank account and would present their case for grant aid to the next Council meeting.
10. Play area inspection at Newton Park There were no high risk items included but members were aware that the facilities were predominantly made of timber and had a finite life span. It was agreed that a small group would meet with Caloo Ltd. to explore potential for enhancing the facilities at Newton Park. 
11. Norfolk ALC It was agreed to support the change in the constitution to make it a Company limited by Guarantee.
12. Correspondence None
13. Accounts













Accounts paid:-








Npower

Street Light Electricity (inc.VAT)


£348.59

Norse


Cemetery Hedge (inc.VAT)


£578.28

J.Graves

Salary (inc.PAYE) plus expenses


£691.48

Mission Room
Room Hire





£44.80

14. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports Cllr.Wilks would inspect the door on the “Clink” which was reported as being in need of repair and repainting.
15. Next Meeting  February 17th. 2025 7.30 p.m.
