Horsham & Newton St.Faith Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday December 16th. 2024
Present: Mr.R.Browne  Mr.B.Coe  Mrs.R.Scarff  Mr.M.O’Connor Mrs.C.Quinton  
Mrs.S.Holland (BDC)
Apologies: Mrs.G.Hegarty  Mr.R.Wilks  Mr.D.Roper (NCC)  
a) Public Participation None
b) Police Report The Police website indicated 1 incident recorded in October.
c) County and District Reports Cllr.Holland said that budgets for the coming year were being discussed. She gave a brief insight into the government’s white paper on devolution which could have significant impact on local government in Norfolk.
d) Norwich Airport JCC N/a. The Clerk was asked to obtain minutes.
e) St.Faiths Centre Report N/a 
f) Full Council
1. Apologies as listed above. The Council had also received the resignation of Mr.S.Cutts and the statutory notices had been posted.
2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Coe – Mission Room Trustee
3. Minutes of the meeting on November 18th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Reports The Clerk reported that following the recent winter storms he had called out a tree surgeon to remove two fallen trees that were over the bus shelter at Swan Plain which had narrowly escaped damage and also to remove a large bough at Newton Street which had fallen over a parked car. The street light north of the beck had been removed from service while a new bracket was ordered.
5. Planning Applications 
2024/3633  Old Paddock Barn, 7 West Lane – Alterations and extension. No onbjection
6. Highway Matters The Clerk was asked to report a manhole cover in the pavement on West Lane which had become a trip hazard.
7. Redundant Telephone Box The box on Norwich Road was to be taken out of service. This could be adopted by the Parish Council and it was agreed to put this on the January agenda for consideration.
8. Volunteer Grant An application from the St.Faiths Community Volunteer Group was considered. It was agreed that as this involved public funds this could not be considered until the group was formalised, with an agreed structure and a dedicated banking facility. When this had been achieved the Council would reconsider the application.
9. Parish Precept The Clerk presented estimates of future expenditure and also pointed out that the recent budget would mean higher costs for the various contractors who were used by the Council and also employment of the Clerk, as the threshold for employer national insurance contributions was being reduced. The Council set the 2025/26 precept at £33,000.
10. Correspondence The annual inspection of Newton Park had been received and would be placed on the January agenda.
11. Accounts













Accounts paid:-








Npower

Street Light Electricity (inc.VAT)


£328.36

Information Comm.
Annual Fee





£40.00

Wave


Blind Lane Allotments



£130.65

Wave


Coltishall Lane Allotments



£155.79

T.T.Jones

Lighting Maintenance (inc.VAT)


£454.24

David Bracey

Play Area Inspection (inc.VAT)


£120.00

M.Medler

Horsham Park Rent (1/2 year)


£211.00

J.Graves

Salary (inc.PAYE) plus expenses


£705.82

Zak Branch Ltd.
Tree surgery (inc.VAT)



£1,500.00
12. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports None
13. Next Meeting  January 20th. 2025 7.30 p.m.
