Chairman’s Review of the Year 2014

Good Evening and welcome to you all. 

Compared to 2013, the last year has been a relatively settled year for the Parish Council. we are pleased and hope you are too with the progress that has been made in improving the facilities for all within the villages.

A major development has been finished at Newton Park. I’m sure those of you with children and grandchildren will be over the moon to have such a fantastic new play area to use. Credit must be given to those members of St Faiths Community group who worked tirelessly to put the funding in place. They managed to secure over £40,000 in grant money in order to get the project completed. We are all confident the park will be well used all year round but especially with the good weather coming up. If you are driving to Newton Park could we please urge you to park safely preferably along the old Manor road. We hope to have new playground road signs fitted by the Highways Department shortly which will raise drivers’ awareness that children may be crossing.

We have been asked why the park facilities were placed in Newton rather than in Horsham? The reason is simply that, in order to apply for a grant, we would need to be able to show that we have a lease on the land for a minimum of 15 years. For Newton park we managed to secure a 25 year lease but The Horsham Playing fields are privately owned and at the present time we are unable to secure a lease. 
You may also see that the work has been completed on the new timber bollards along Manor Road. After years of asking for something to be done to prevent the Crematorium traffic from parking on the footpath, Broadlands community officer became involved and funding for the project was obtained from several different sources. The project has been paid for jointly by Broadland District Council, the Crematorium and the Parish Council. 
Highways carried out extensive works to the pathway last year, by widening it and retarmacing so hopefully the problems we have been experiencing will be a thing of the past.
You may have also noticed that the Parish has installed new seating in the bus shelters and a lovely new Jubilee bench at the Kings Head bus stop. We hope these are of benefit to those of you with tired legs or those of wanting to wile away a few minutes watching the world go by. Unfortunately, last year, the two benches either side of the village sign in Horsham were vandalised. We have also replaced these with more hardwearing metal ones. 

Work is also underway on the new properties in the Warren. This project was allowed to go ahead as it is classed as an Exception Site. This means that the 11 new properties will be allocated to those on the housing register with a local connection. The Parish Council was asked to name the new road and it decided that it should be called ‘Burrow Way’. The new development should be completed in the Autumn followed by work also completing on the new bungalows at the bottom of Newton Close.
During recent years, there has been a lot of discussion regarding Broadlands Site Allocation Plans. You may remember that there were initially a number of proposals for the Parish with plans totalling over 400 new homes. This appeared to run totally contrary to the Joint Core Strategy that identified the Parish for only about 20 new homes. There was a very real fear that considerably more development could be pushed onto St Faiths. However, Broadland District Council have since reduced the number of sites to just one - Manor Road of 40 dwellings. An amended proposal on Manor Road with a proposed 60 homes is now what is going forward.

In recent weeks we have also been given some news on the plans for the developments 
at the airport. It has been confirmed that work has started on the new Engine testing bay. 
The building should be completed by Feb 2015.
Secondly, although work has not yet started on the Site 4 development for the new 
‘Aeropark’ it is though that work will be completed by late 2015.

Lastly, we cannot fail to mention the NDR. Justifiably, the consultation period for this major development is very long winded. The Parish Council has recently entered into a Statement of Common Ground with Norfolk County Council to ensure both parties are ‘singing of the same hymn sheet’ As requested by the Parish Council, Church Street will remain open however the traffic flow will be monitored by Norfolk County Council and the closure could be reconsidered if problems arise.

Additionally, the Parish Council has been concerned that the NDR will cut off Petans from the village and no longer provide customers to the local public houses and shop. The parish Council has asked for an underpass however NCC has declined this due to the costs. Alternatively, the NCC offered to provide an unsignalled pedestrian crossing linking Horsham with Petans however the Parish Council has objected to this due to fears for safety of those using it. It seems that the building of the NDR is now inevitable and will hope the impact on our village will not be too great.

Well I think that just about covers it. I will pass you over to your district and county councillors who I am sure will be happy to answer any questions you may have as are we.   
