Horsham and Newton St Faiths Parish Council

       Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held via Zoom on Mon. April 19th.2021 at 7.30 pm
Present:
Mr.R.Browne (Chairman), Mr.J.Graves (Clerk)

Eight Councillors, One Elector
Mr.Dan Roper  NCC & BDC

 Mrs,Susan Holland     BDC
Apologies:   Mr.J.Matthewson, Mr.R.Cushing
1. Minutes of the 2019 parish meeting were read by the Clerk, agreed and signed.

2. Fuel Allotment Charity The secretary Mr.Tony Howes gave details of the year’s activities and stated that £11,130 had been given in grants to 32 beneficiaries and the balance carried forward was £18,225. A set of accounts was given to the Clerk for parish records.

3. County and District Council Reports  Mr.Roper said that the government had covered most of the additional costs incurred due to the pandemic. He would be speaking against the application for 16 homes off Manor Road. Mrs.Holland spoke of the ongoing collaboration and amalgamation of staff with South Norfolk DC and proposals for a single office. Locating this at County Hall was under consideration. The current waste collection service would be out to tender shortly.

4. Police Report  None but the Clerk reported the latest information was two crimes recorded in February.
5. Airport Committee Report Mr.S.Fidler had stood down from this position and had informed the Council that the next meeting would be in July. Cllrs.Browne and Hegarty both indicated an interest in filling this position and it was agreed that this would be decide at the next Council meeting.
6. Draft Parish Council Accounts The Clerk had distributed copies via e-mail.. The income and expenditure showed and increase in Community Infrastructure Levy with receipt of £26,308 associated with the Lovell development off Manor Road. £18,220 of this had been spent upgrading all street lighting to LED. Balances carried forward totalled £35,159 with £13,435 of this being CIL not yet allocated.
7. Chairman’s Annual Report was given by Mr.Browne





2020/21 has been a very strange year for the Council. The Parish Council went into lockdown immediately after the March 2020 meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting was cancelled. Subsequent legislation enabled the Council to meet via Zoom and this still applies.

The Council has expressed it’s concern at the proposed solar farm off Spixworth Road in Hainford as the proposed route for construction traffic would be through the centre of St.Faiths
The Greater Norwich Local Plan currently under consideration has allocated an area off West Lane for the potential development of up to 50 dwellings. The Council has objected to this as being possibly the “thin edge of the wedge” in a village with few facilities and poor infrastructure.
During the year the Parish Council received  over £26 thousand in Community Infrastructure Levy from the Lovell development off Manor Road. The Council has taken the opportunity to use these funds to upgrade all the street lights to the latest in LED technology. This will considerably reduce the energy and maintenance costs. In the same project nine concrete lampposts which were well past their intended life were replaced with steel ones.

Residents will no doubt be aware of the problems with the surface of the drive leading to the allotments and cemetery. The Council has sought independent analysis and advice which will then be referred to the installing contractor in order to reach a satisfactory conclusion.

After the closure of New Holme Lane to pedestrians and cyclists due to the construction of the new road to service the recycling centre, the Council successfully lobbied NCC to construct a temporary path to enable the lane to be re-opened.
Finally I would like to thank all members of the Parish Council for the time they give to the community and our  Clerk for his support and guidance, also our County Councillor and District Councillor for their help and continuing support in tackling the important and challenging issues which have faced our village over recent times and for those challenges which lie ahead. I would also like to thank our former Chairman, Rodney Cushing who stood down last year but remains a member of the Council.

Any other business  None.
The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.
