Chairman’s Review of the Year 2013






Good Evening and welcome to you all. 

The last year has been an especially busy one for the Parish Council. Not only have we had to deal with the usual issues of street lighting, planning applications, and grass cutting etc. but we have seen major changes occur within the parish council itself.

Mr and Mrs Fisher and Mr Holness sadly resigned during 2012 and an election was called. The date was set for January 2013 however in the end, 3 members of the public joined the parish council in an uncontested election. Mrs Mel Rodgers, Mr Andrew Armstrong and Mr Ray Browne kindly put themselves forward and now make the council up to the 11 required members. 

On top of this we have had the on-going issues connected with the Engine testing and further industrial developments at Norwich airport. 

In the last few weeks we have heard that the section 106 agreement between Horsham developments and Broadland District Council has been lifted due to the planning application for an extension to the Reef One premises. The parish council is in support for the new Reef One development as we recognise that it will bring increased opportunities for employment within the area but we were disappointed to hear that the 106 agreement would be lifted from the remaining land behind Abby farm and the Priory also. The parish council recognises that the residents of the village fought long and hard 20 years ago to get this planning agreement put in place and so we asked for the 106 agreement to remain in place for the rest of the land however Broadland have gone against this request. Broadland have ensured us that any future planning applications on this land will be stringently controlled and assessed.

During the summer of last year, the parish council held an extraordinary public meeting to discuss the Broadland Site Allocations and the effects on the village. Over 100 people attended this meeting and the Parish council got a strong idea of the strength of public feeling on this issue. In simple terms, in a time when district councils are looking for extra housing in an area, landowners could put forward land to be built on even if there was no chance that Broadland would let planning go through. The parcels of land would then be assessed for their suitability. We feel the documents and notices that were placed near to the potential sites around the village were somewhat misleading to the public as naturally residents thought that we would be seeing a massive influx of new development. The parish council does expect to see some limited new potential development but we currently do not know where? We hope to hear the results from this within the month. 

The NDR development is also a major concern for the parish Council. The last update roadshow was held at the centre on the 6th march. We do hope that some of you attended to look at the plans and give your views. We were pleased to hear that the most recent plans took into consideration our request to keep Church Street in Horsford open. The consultation is on-going and we have been informed that the formal planning application will be submitted at the end of this year.
Another major development currently on-going is the provision of play facilities at Newton Park.  The project is being led by St Faiths Community group and the parish council is in full support of the project. A grant for £10,000 has been secured and St Faiths Community group will hear the outcome of further grant applications in the near future. It is hoped that work will commence in the summer.
As you are probably aware the parish council is still pursuing the improvement of parking at the crematorium. For many years now we have been asking Norfolk County Council to improve the pathway along Manor Road. Highways have told us that money is in the 2013 budget for minor pathway improvements along here and the work should be undertaken later in the year. Highways did install verge markers to prevent people parking on in the pathway however these have brought with them other problems such as the increased parking in the warren. In a recent meeting it was decided that along with the support of the police, the crematorium and the school that we would write to our local MP to try and make some real headway on the issue. The PC would like to see a full tarmacked curbed pathway along the stretch of road so funeral cars can then park next to it on the road. The Highways dept. has told us that this would cost in excess of £100,000 and so hopefully the MP can intervene on our behalf. We wait to hear the outcome of this and can hopefully report back some good progress at the AGM next year.

On a very positive note, the Parish council received £6500 worth of funds from the New Homes Bonus money distributed by Broadland Council. We are happy to say that the money will fund many projects. We have set aside a proportion of the money to provide new metal seats for 3 bus stops in the village, the beautiful jubilee bench just outside of this room was also funded, and we donated a new climbing frame to the pre-school. We have also submitted a bid to the highways dept. to improve the entrance to the Burial ground on Blind lane. The PC has to provide a certain amount of the funds for a project so we have set aside some money for this. We hope to hear if the bid was successful in May. 
Well I think that just about covers it. I will pass you over to your district and county councillors who I am sure will be happy to answer any questions you may have as are we.   
